
“Hike with an Altitude” 
AVA 60, TX 19 

www.westtexastrailwalkers.org 
 
West Texas Trail Walkers (WTTW) is a 
hiking club dedicated to holding a yearly 
event in the scenic areas of West Texas 
which are off-road and challenging. 
 
Eligibility: All people and ages are welcome. 
Children under legal age must be 
accompanied by an adult. None of the events 
are suitable for strollers or wheelchairs. 
Volunteers are always needed! We need 
volunteers to be checkpoints or work at the 
start/finish point. Please check the registration 
form to indicate the days you are available and 
what activities you want to volunteer for. 
Fees: Event fee is $8.00 per walk. This fee 
covers park permits, rental fees, and 
increased event costs. National Park charges 
$10, good for seven days. National Park Pass 
holders enter for free. 
Safety: Please do not hike alone. Hiking 
boots, broad brimmed hats, and hiking sticks 
are highly recommended. Wear sunscreen. 
Carry plenty of water and snacks. The Park 
recommends one gallon of water per day. No 
smoking on the trails. Carry a hardcopy map 
of the area. There is no cell phone coverage in 
the park.  
Pets: Dogs are not allowed on park trails. 
Dogs are allowed on trails in Carlsbad. 
Go to www.westtexastrailwalkers.org  for 
maps. Questions susan.noonan@gmail.com  
 

 
 

West Texas Trail Walkers 
Invite you to 

Guadalupe Mountains 
National Park 

October 9-11, 2026 
 

 
 

McKittrick Canyon 
October 9; 5k, 8k, 11k 

 
Guadalupe Peak or El Capitan Trail 

October 10; 13k, 15k 
 

Devil’s Hall 
October 11; 5k, 9k 

 
Four Shorties-Guadalupe Mountains 

Anytime October 7-12; up to 11k 
 

Four Fun Shorties-Carlsbad, NM 
Anytime October 7-12; up to 15k 

 
Hike the trails anytime October 7-12. For your 
safety we recommend hiking the Guadalupe 
trails at the identified times when we will 
have check points on the trail. 
 
 

 

 
 
Lodging Options: Quality Inn, 4200 National Parks 
Hwy. Carlsbad, NM 88220, $149 before taxes. Call 
575-689-8782 before Sept. 15 and mention you 
are with the West Texas Trail Walkers. Another 
less expensive option is White’s City Cavern Inn, 
17 Carlsbad Cavern Hwy, Carlsbad, NM, 575-361-
2687. Most hotel chains have locations in Carlsbad 
at prices competitive to Quality Inn. 
 
Registration, Thursday, October 8: Pickup 
nametags between 5:30-7:00 pm at Quality Inn 
lobby or pickup nametags at the start point of 
every hike. Walkups welcome! 
 
Stamping/directions for all walks will be available 
at start/finish tables, Oct. 9-11. Thursday, Oct. 8, 
at registration. Friday, Oct. 9, at happy hour. 
Saturday, Oct. 10, at dinner.  
 
Happy Hour: October 9, 5:00 pm. Guadalupe 
Mountain Brewing CO, 3324 National Parks Hwy, 
Carlsbad, NM.  House-brewed beers, pizza, & 
sandwiches for purchase.  
 
Annual Awards Dinner: October 10, 7:00 to 8:30 
pm at “PJ and B’s Rio Café” along the Pecos River 
at 711 Muscatel Ave., Carlsbad, NM. The cost is 
$39 for an all-you-can-eat fajita buffet. 
 
Airport: El Paso International Airport is 105 miles 
from the Guadalupe Mountains NP.  Guadalupe 
Mtn NP is on Mountain Time.  
 

 

McKittrick Canyon, 
Friday, October 9, 2026 

Trail Start/Directions: McKittrick Canyon 
Trailhead, Guadalupe Mountains NP. From 
Carlsbad, NM, drive 45 miles south on US Hwy 
62/180. Turn right onto McKittrick Rd. for 4 miles 
to the trailhead.  
Walk Director: David Ramsey 
Start/End: Table open 8-9:30 am; finish by 2 pm. 
Distance/Rating: The 5k has a +140’ and is rated 
2C. The 8k to Pratt Cabin has +300’ and is rated 
2C. The 12k to the Grotto has a +600’ and is rated 
3C. 
Highlights: This hike leads to what is often called 
the “most beautiful spot in Texas” because of its 
lush, hidden oasis at Pratt Cabin and the Grotto. 
The maple trees are colorful in the fall. 
Trail Description: Gates are open 8 am to 5 pm. 
The trail is a combination of gravel and rocky 
surfaces. There are two easy water crossings. 
Hiking boots, broad-brimmed hats, and hiking 
sticks are highly recommended. Carry plenty of 
water and snacks. The Park recommends one 
gallon of water per day. 
Restrooms/Parking are at the trailhead. 
 

                      Workers’ Walks 
October 7 @ 8:00 am. McKittrick Canyon 
Trailhead.  
October 8 @ 8:00 am. Pine Springs Trailhead 
behind the NP Visitor Center. 
 

http://www.westtexastrailwalkers.org/
http://www.westtexastrailwalkers.org/


 

Guadalupe Peak 
Saturday, October 10, 2026 

Trail Start/Directions: Pine Springs Trailhead, 
Guadalupe Mountains NP. From Carlsbad, NM, 
drive 55 miles south on US Hwy 62/180. Turn right 
at the Pine Springs entrance. Pass the Visitor 
Center to the back of the campground. 
Walk Director: Will Robinson 
Start/End: Table opens 7:30-9 am; finish by 4 pm. 

Distance/Rating: The Guadalupe Peak trail is 
13k, rated 4D with a vertical gain of +3000 feet. 
The El Capitan Trail is 15k rated 3D with a 
vertical gain of +1650 feet. Hiking the 
connecting back trail to El Capitan from 
Guadalupe Peak adds 1450 feet of elevation 
and 4k; therefore, you must depart this option 
by 7:30 am. 
Highlights: Climb to the highest peak in Texas, 
8,753’ to see magnificent views. The El Capitan 
trail is on a ridge which gives you views of the 
desert below and the mountains above. 
Trail Description: The trail surfaces are rocky with 
switchbacks and narrow ledges. Give yourself 6-8 
hours to hike these trails. Hiking boots, broad-
brimmed hats, and hiking sticks are highly 
recommended. Carry plenty of water, snacks, and 
a light lunch. The Park recommends one gallon of 
water per day. Turn around if you have had 
enough. Restrooms/Parking are at the trailhead. 
 

A less strenuous alternative hike on Saturday is 
the Smith Spring Trail, a 5k Fun Shorty hike. 

 

Devil’s Hall 
Sunday, October 11, 2026 

Trail Start/Directions: Pine Springs Trailhead, 
Guadalupe Mtns. NP. From Carlsbad, NM, drive 55 
miles south on US Hwy 62/180. Turn right at the 
Pine Springs entrance. Pass the Visitor Center to 
the back of the campground. 
Walk Director: Randy Baker 
Start/End: Table open 8-9 am; finish by 1pm. 
Distance/Rating: Out and back. 5k rated 2C with 
little elevation gain. 9k rated 3C with +500’ gain. 
Highlights: The 5k hike provides you with a 
panoramic view of the surrounding mountains. 
The 9k takes you into a boulder-filled canyon 
leading to the “Hiker’s Staircase” and to the 
destination -- a 100-foot-long slot canyon. 
Trail Description: The 5k hike is on a rocky trail 
with some up and downs, while the 9k descends 
into a rocky riverbed where you must scramble 
over large boulders. A “staircase” of rock ledges 
leads you to the narrow slot canyon. Hiking boots, 
broad brimmed hats, and hiking sticks are highly 
recommended. Carry plenty of water, snacks, and 
a light lunch. The Park recommends one gallon of 
water per day. Turn around if you have had 
enough. Restrooms/Parking are at the trailhead. 
 

Carlsbad Caverns Year-Round Walk 
Enjoy the Midland Walkabout club’s Carlsbad 
Caverns Your Round Walk.  Register with the 
Online Start Box.  You must make an advance 
reservation with the National Park. 

 

Four Fun Shorties – Guadalupe Mtns. 
Anytime October 7-12, 2026 

Get a sampling of the easier/shorter hikes in 
Guadalupe Mtns. NP. The 5k Smith Springs Trail is 
a great substitute for the Guadalupe Peak hike 
and has a lush pond at the end of a canyon. The 
total distance for all hikes is 10k. Pick up maps at 
Visitor Center or at the NP website. 
1). Manzanita Spring Trail 1k, 1A. This is an easy, 
paved, and wheelchair-accessible path that leads 
to a large, tranquil pool of water. It starts at the 
Frijole Ranch History Museum. 
2) Pinery Trail, 2K, 2B. An enjoyable paved path 
takes you to the ruins of an old Butterfield 
Stagecoach station. It starts at the Pine Springs 
Visitor Center. 
3) McKittrick Canyon Nature Trail, 2k, 2C. This 
interpretive trail climbs to an overlook with 
sweeping views of the canyon. Along the way, you 
will see a seep and various unique desert plants. It 
starts at McKittrick Canyon Visitor Center. 
4) Smith Spring Trail 5k, 2C. A moderate hike that 
transitions from desert scrub to a lush woodland 
oasis. The highlight is Smith Spring, where you will 
see trees and greenery tucked into the rocky 
mountainside. It starts at the Frijole Ranch 
Trailhead.  Restrooms/Parking are at the 
trailhead. 
Walk Director: Susan Noonan 

 
 

Four Fun Shorties—Carlsbad, NM 
Anytime October 7-12, 2026 

The City of Carlsbad, New Mexico is widely 
known by the nickname “The Pearl on the 
Pecos.” The Four Fun Shorties reflect the history 
and beauty of this oasis in the desert city. The 
total distance is up to 15k.  
1) Living Desert Zoo and Gardens State Park (3K, 
1A) is an indoor/outdoor living museum that 
exhibits more than 40 native animal species and 
hundreds of plants from the Chihuahuan Desert. 
You can explore various habitats along a 3k trail 
featuring animals such as wolves, bison, mountain 
lions, as well as an extensive collection of cacti and 
succulents. Entrance fee is $10. 1504 Skyline Rd., 
Carlsbad, NM.  
2) The Ocotillo Trail is a scenic (4k,2B) out-and-
back on a natural path that winds through desert 
flora and offers panoramic views of the city skyline 
and the Chihuahuan Desert.  Behind the Southeast 
New Mexico State University, 1500 University Dr. 
3) The Pecos Riverwalk (5k,1A) is a paved trail that 
winds along the banks of the Pecos River, offering 
scenic waterfront views. 419 Riverside Dr. 
Carlsbad, NM. 
4) Carlsbad Downtown Historic Walk (3k, 1A) 
features a diverse collection of Victorian, Pueblo 
Revival, and Art Deco landmarks built between 
1890 and 1959. Check out the many beautiful 
murals. Eddy County Admin. Office, 101 W. 
Greene, Carlsbad, NM. 
Walk Director: Helen Hull   
    
 



 


